
Our Lady of the Eucharist Parish  
 

In the tradition of Blessed Sacrament † St. Mary’s Assumption † St. Mary, Help of Christians 

 

A Welcoming Community 
 

PARISH COMMUNITY MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Our Lady of the Eucharist Parish Community, inspired 
by the Word of God and nourished by the Body and 
Blood of Christ, serves as a community of Catholic 
Christians, proclaiming the Gospel and striving to be 
disciples of Jesus Christ through love, Liturgy, prayer, 
on-going faith formation, and charitable works for all 
God's people.  
 

Pastoral Staff 

 
Sister Mary Ann Cody, I.H.M., Parish Life Coordinator 

Rev. Jeffrey J. Walsh, V.E., Sacramental Minister 
Rev. John V. Polednak, V.E., Priest Moderator 

Rev. Thomas J. Maloney, Pastor Emeritus 
Michael Sowa, Director of Music Ministry 

JoAnne McHale, Coordinator of Religious Education 
Barbara Grimes, Coordinator Lucky # Calendar 

Dennis Grimes, Coordinator of Grounds and Maintenance 
Mary Hanczyc, Coordinator of Social Service Ministries 

A Community Who Worships 
 
Mass Schedule  
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 PM   
Sunday:   8:30 AM, 11:00 AM  
Weekdays:    8:00 AM (as scheduled in Bulletin) 
Holy Days:   As scheduled in the bulletin 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturday: 3:30-3:45 PM and by appointment 
 

Sacrament of Baptism  
The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of the Sacraments of 

Initiation.  In the celebration of this Sacrament we welcome new 

members into our parish community.  For this reason we 

encourage the celebration of Baptism at a weekend Mass.  

Parents expecting a child should contact the parish office before 

the birth of their child. 

 
Sacrament of Marriage   
Marriage is a special sacrament of love and commitment.  

Couples planning marriage should contact the parish life 

coordinator at least six months to one year prior to the desired 

date of marriage in order that they may be properly prepared for 

the Sacrament. 

 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  
Christian Initiation is a process by which people become 

members of the Roman Catholic Church.  This process is for:  

persons seeking a community of faith, persons of other religious 

traditions interested in learning more about the Roman Catholic 

faith; baptized Catholics who have not received all the 

sacraments for full communion, namely Confirmation and 

Eucharist.  For more information call the parish office. 

 

A Community Who Serves 
Ministry to the Sick and Elderly 
On the first Friday of each month Communion is brought to 

those who are unable to participate in Sunday Mass because of 

age or health.  The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is 

celebrated with anyone seriously ill, anticipating a serious 

operation, or quite elderly.  Please notify the parish office of 

anyone desiring these Sacraments, as well as anyone in the 

hospital or a nursing home. 

 
A Community Who Shares the Word 

Religious Education 
The continued spiritual formation of our young people is the 

shared responsibility of parents and the parish community. 

Classes for grades 1 through 7 meet on Sundays from 9:30 a.m. 

to 10:45 a.m. in the Religious Education Center. Confirmation 

Class meets according to published schedule. For more 

information concerning Religious Education, call the parish 

office. 

The parish sponsors Catholic education through the Holy 

Redeemer School System.  For more information regarding any 

school, please contact the principal.   

Holy Redeemer High School, Wilkes-Barre ............ 570-829-2424 

Holy Rosary School, Duryea ................................... 570-457-2553 

Wyoming Area Catholic, Exeter .............................. 570-654-7982 

 

Weekly Devotions 
 The Miraculous Medal Novena is celebrated every 

Monday, after the 8:00 a.m. 

 The Novena to Saint Jude is celebrated every 

Wednesday, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass. 

 

 

PARISH NUMBERS 

Parish Phone Number ................................... 570-654-0263 

Parish e-mail .................................. olepittston@gmail.com 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

535 N. Main Street, Pittston, PA 

Monday and Tuesday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Wednesday – Home, Hospital & Nursing Home Visitation 

All other times, by appointment. 

Parish Webpage....................... www.eucharist-pittston.org 

Parish Facebook Page...www.facebook.com/OLEPARISH  

 

  

 

mailto:olepittston@gmail.com
http://www.eucharist-pittston.org/
http://www.facebook.com/OLEPARISH


First Sunday of Advent December 1/2, 2018

Readings for the Week of December 2, 2018 
Sunday:   Jer 33:14-16/Ps 25:4-5, 8-9, 10, 14 [1b]/ 

1 Thes 3:12-4:2/Lk 21:25-28, 34-36 

Monday:   Is 2:1-5/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4b, 4cd-5, 6-7, 8-9/ 

Mt 8:5-11 

Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/ 

Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday:  Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/ 

Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday:  Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27/ 

Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday:   Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/ 

Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

Next Sunday:  Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/ 

Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6 
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Observances for the Week of December 2, 2018 
Sunday:   1st Sunday of Advent 

Monday:   St. Francis Xavier, Priest 

Tuesday:  St. John Damascene, Priest/Doctor of the Church 

Thursday:  St. Nicholas, Bishop 

Friday:   St. Ambrose, Bishop/Doctor of the Church 

Saturday:  Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin  

  Mary (holy day of obligation) 

Next Sunday:  2nd Sunday of Advent 
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The candle placed in front of our HOLY 
FAMILY altar burns as a reminder to 
pray for those abused by the clergy of 
our Diocese and as a further reminder 
of all victims of violence and abuse. Let 

it serve as a challenge for all of us to be conscious of 
those around us who suffer physically, emotionally and 
spiritually as a result of the actions of others. Let us pray 
for the grace to soften our own speech and gentle our 
own actions as we work to live as the holy family of God. 
May Jesus, Mary, and Joseph – the Holy Family – give us 
the grace to walk each day as children of our God. 
 

All children from our parish are 
invited to visit with St. Nicholas, 
the patron saint of children this 
Thursday, December 6 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Church. In the spirit of 
giving, each child is asked to bring 
an unwrapped toy which will be 
donated to our Parish Giving Tree. A simple reception 
will follow in the parish hall.  

 
OUR AED IS LOCATED ON THE BACK 

WALL ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE 

SACRISTY. 

 
for December 1  -  9, 
2018 
 

 

 

Saturday of this week is the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception and a Holy day of Obligation. Mass will 
be celebrated on Friday afternoon at 4:00 p.m. and 
on Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m. Please note that 
the Saturday morning Mass does not fulfill your 
weekend obligation.  
 

Please note that during the winter months, if 

the Pittston Area school district is either 

DELAYED  or CANCELED , our weekday morning 

Mass will be canceled.  
 
 

é for Nov 24/25 , 2018 

was:  $2,832.00 . Online giving on 11/30/2018 

was $825.00 . Thank you for your 
continuing generosity to our parish 

mission.  
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sat 4:00 p.m. Edward Holleran – Nancy Callahan & 

Family 

Sun 8:30 a.m. People of the Parish 

 11:00 a.m. John & Catherine Skutack – Peter 

Skutack & Family 

Mon 8:00 a.m. Helen Curry – M/M Joseph Curry 

Tues  NO Mass 

Wed 8:00 a.m. Mary Jaken – Mary C. Zapko 

Thur  No Mass 

Fri 4:00 p.m. Vigil of the Holy Day 

Stella Antonella – Richard & Connie 

Wilbur 

Sat 9:00 a.m. Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

Thomas Quinnan – Genevieve & JR 

Evans 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Sat 4:00 p.m. People of the Parish 

Sun 8:30 a.m. Dec’d of the DePrimo, Gitkos & 

Williams Families – Helen Ann 

DePrimo 

Sun 11:00 a.m. Michael Aquilina - Family 
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The annual Retirement Fund for Religious collection 

will be held next weekend, Dec. 8-9 in the Diocese of 

Scranton. Coordinated by the National Religious 

Retirement Office (NRRO) in Washington, the appeal 

benefits 31,000 elderly Catholic sisters, brothers and 

religious order priests. The Diocese of Scranton donated 

$82,935.56 to the last collection. In 2018, the Servants of 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary, whose central house is 

located in the diocese, received financial support made 

possible by the Retirement Fund for Religious. Almost 94 

percent of donations aid senior religious and their 

communities, with the remaining funds used for 

administration and promotion of the national appeal. 

 

First Sunday of Advent 
Encourage deeper understanding of the Scriptures 

Tribulation. Wildfires. Tsunamis. Moral corruption. 
Disease. War. We tend to associate these things with the 
end times, and perhaps for good reason! In today's 
Gospel, Jesus says: "People will die of fright in anticipation 
of what is coming upon the world." Not exactly putting us 
in the Christmas spirit, is it? During Advent, we anticipate 
a celebration of Christ's first coming. There is a quiet 
stillness about our waiting, or at least we try to encourage 
that in ourselves. Perhaps we have an Advent devotional 
or we take time to pray together as a family around the 
Advent wreath. 

But Jesus did not come only once into history. 
During Advent, we remember that he will come again. You 
may remember the rapture craze in the early 2000s, when 
a series of books and movies envisioned a future where 
Jesus was coming soon and all the true believers had been 
whisked away. Everyone else had one more chance to 
repent before things really went to hell...literally, in this 
case! 

But is that what Jesus is talking about here? The 
truth is, we don't know what Jesus' Second Coming will be 
like. The actual return of Christ - though sudden and 
perhaps frightening to some - should not frighten us. 
Despite all the stories we may have heard about the 
apocalypse, the advice of Jesus is not to hang our heads or 
cower in fear. "Stand erect and raise your heads because 
your redemption is at hand." In a certain sense, we are 
already living in the end times. We already encounter 
great tribulation. We all find it easy to get distracted or 
discouraged in the grind of daily life. Today's Gospel 
reminds us that vigilance for God's presence is needed 
now. 
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As of Nov 26, 2018, our 
parishioners have donated 
$6,155.00 toward our parish 
goal of $17,000.00.   

 

 

LIVE THE LITURGY –  

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK 
As we begin our Advent journey in preparation for 

the celebration of Christ's birth and in anticipation 

of his coming again in glory, we are reminded of 

our need to be vigilant and prepared. This short 

season of Advent can be a mini-retreat for us who 

find ourselves living in a world that is often 

counterproductive to developing mature, focused, 

and meaningful relationships with God. Being a 

Christian and standing firm in our faith requires a 

strength that can only come from prayer. These 

four short preparatory weeks can help us look back 

to what God has done in history, to what God 

continues to do in our lives today, and to what God 

promises for the future. May we use this Advent 

time wisely, calling us to greater holiness.  
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The OLE Youth Group  is featuring a Parent Night 

Out event.   The event will take place in the Parrish 

hall on Friday, December  21st  from 6 -9 p.m. All 

children from the parish are welcome, along with 

family and friends.  Pizza will be served.   A Holiday 

movie will be playing, b ut children are welcome to 

bring a board game or electronics. Please rsvp to 

Chase Duffy at  duffychase0@gmail.com . 
 

 

Holy Redeemer High School  

PLACEMENT / SCHOLARSHIP TEST 
for interested Public and Private School 8th graders 

Saturday – December 8, 2018   8:30 a.m.   

Call the Guidance Office to register for the 

test at 570-829-2424.  
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Nativity of Our Lord Parish Menõs Society 
4th Annual Christmas Breakfa st 

Sunday, December 9 ð 8:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Sacred Heart Hall, 529 Stephenson St. in Duryea 

Menu includes:  scrambled eggs, potatoes, kielbasa and 
ham, pancakes and beverage. Take-out or eat-in. Cost: 
Adults/$9 ð Children 5 to 12/$5 ð Children 4 and 
under/ free. For tickets, please call Jef at 570-881-6006 or 
email jeffreyadambauman@gmail.com  OR Call Mike W. at 
570-885-6267 or email Viking803@aol.com 

 

 

"Stay awake! ... Be 

prepared." The advice is 

clear enough. We'd like to 

be vigilant. We'd like to be 

ready. But on its own, the 

desire to be alert isn't 

necessarily enough to keep 

us from drifting off into a 

spiritual siesta. When the 

ultimate Advent comes --

when Jesus returns--we 

don't want to be the one 

left standing alone in the 

field.  

Advent is a time to pay attention. Jesus asks us to 

be ready to greet him at any hour. Especially in 

this month of holiday hustle and bustle, how can 

we stay constantly focused on welcoming Christ? 

St. Paul gives us a hint in today's epistle: "Put on 

the armor of light... Put on the Lord Jesus Christ" 

(Rom 13:12, 14). Just as light hinders physical 

sleep, so too the light of Christ prevents spiritual 

slumber. When we invite Jesus' Spirit into our 

hearts, it's like keeping a vigil light flickering in 

the window of our souls. We may go about our 

business, but that expectant flame never burns 

out. So when Jesus comes again--even like a thief 

in the night --he will find us ready and waiting.  
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Important dates/reminders 
for this coming week: 
Mon, 12/3 – Parish Pastoral Council 
@7PM in Parish Hall 
Mon, 12/3 – Adult Choir @7PM 
Thu, 12/6 – Visit with St. Nicholas 
@6:30PM (Church & Parish Hall) 

Fri, 12/7 – Vigil Mass @4PM for Holy Day 
Sat, 12/8 – Mass for Holy Day @9AM 
Sun, 12/9 – Confirmation Class @9:45AM 
 

 

 

We will decorate the Church for Christmas on 
Sunday, December 16 after the 11:00 AM Mass. 
All ɀ young and old ɀ are invited to help.  
 
 

30th ANNUAL LUCKY NUMBER CALENDAR  
Order Forms can be found at the back of the Church 

or on our parish website. 

 

Our Giving Tree this year will be 
for the people in New Bern, NC 
who were severely affected by 
Hurricane Florence. St. Paul’s 
Parish in New Bern has been a 
ministry of the IHM sisters for 
many, many years. We will be 
collecting WALMART Gift Cards 
to send down to the parish for 
distribution to needy parishioners. 
If you cannot get to WALMART to 
pick up a card and wish to be 
part of this parish project, just 

place your donation in an envelope and mark it 
Giving Tree. It is our hope to mail the Gift Cards to 
North Carolina the week of December 10th. 
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